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'The  caste  system was so  rigid that  punishment for  its
transgression was severe.

If a Shudra rapes a Brahmin woman his private parts shall
be cut off. Offspring born of a Shudra male and a Brahmin femal
belong to the lowest caste i.e., the fifth caste. How the woman was
treated as property and claimed as such is evident by the following
statements.

A woman who flees from home can be claimed and accepted.
A woman who runs away is not unwelcome at home.

Thus the Brahmins and Kshatriyas combined together the
suppress and oppress the women and Shudras.

Though Manu advocated 'Niyoga', he recommended it as an
exeception to the rule. The woman is to remain loyal to her husband's
bed even after her husband's death. Yet a sonless widow is bound
to go through 'Niyoga1 to beget a son for her husband. He took
several precautions, no doubt so that the practice might not be
abused. He stipulated that the concerned woman should treat the
concerned man as a 'Guru' and the man should treat the woman
a 'mother1. Yet, one can safely surmise that man derived inspiration
for this rule from the Rig Veda itseif. It is stated in verse 10-35-
45 of Rig Veda that a woman can even have sexual intercourse
with men for the purpose of begetting progeny. The verse 10-18-
8 called upon a widow not to grieve over her husband's death but
become another's wife.

The idea throughout was that a woman cannot have a
personality of her own but must belong to somebody, as if she was
mere property.

There is a widely prevalent misconception that the woman's
position was very high during the Vedic period, that there was no
'Sati1 and that it came into vogue only during the Puranfc period.
Verse No.18-3-1 of Atharva Veda belies this view. The meaning
is clear. The woman who burns herself on the funeral pyre of her
husband reaches her husband. All comforts shall be hers. What
she has done is the best course of action.

During the Vedic period sexual relations between brothers and
sisters were not uncommon (Rig Veda 10-61-7), (Atharva Veda 20-
96-15).

' There are authorities to show that slavery had its inception
during the period of the Rig Veda.   Men were killekd in war; their